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Access to Selective Education 

- Cross Sectoral Discussion 
 

As part of our ongoing joint commitment to furthering evidence-based practice in gifted 

education throughout NSW, Gifted Families Support Group Inc. (GFSG Inc.) and the Teachers’ 

Guild of NSW co-hosted the event Access to Selective Education – Cross Sectoral Discussion. 

Held on Monday 16th September 2019, executives, educators and supporters gathered 

together in the beautiful facilities at the Concord Golf Club.  

 

Dr Ben North, Principal Research Officer at the New South Wales Department of Education 

(DoE) working at the Centre for Education Statistics and Evaluation (CESE) set the scene for 

the evenings’ discussion. Dr North proficiently detailed the findings and process of the recent 

DoE Access to Selective Schooling Review and discussed some of the issues that have great 

relevance for how schools assess and place students in learning programs in NSW schools. As 

lead in the Review of Selective Education Access (RSEA) project, a major review of the 

application, assessment, and placement processes for selective education programs in NSW 

public schools, Dr North provided valuable insight into the place of selective education for 

gifted students within our state history.  

 

Following this presentation and a short networking break, Dr North joined a panel of cross-

sectoral executive for discussion and invaluable Q&A session. Penina Barry Education Officer, 

Newman Selective Program Expansion and Mark Long, Principal, Penrith High School 

commented on the benefits and barriers overcome in implementing selective education at 

their school or sector. The panel was chaired by Melinda Gindy, President, GFSG Inc. and 

President, Australian Association for the Education of the Gifted and Talented (AAEGT). The 

“This event brought together executive across all NSW education 

sectors who are implementing evidence-based selective education 

for high ability learners in their school or sector”. 
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comments provided much discussion amongst the panel and generated several questions 

from attendees. The provision of selective schooling as an option for gifted and high 

performing students remained as a priority throughout the discussion and comments sought 

to explore fair and equitable access for all.  

 

Thank you to the respective committees of GFSG Inc. and the Teachers’ Guild of NSW, along 

with Presidents Dr Fred Osman and Melinda Gindy who hosted the event. The success of the 

evening would not have been possible without the expertise of Dr Ben North, Penina Barry 

and Mark Long. Furthermore, much appreciation is extended to Concord Golf Club for the 

use of their facilities.  

 


