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Thought Space 
  A Word From Our President 

Dear members 
and community, 

Welcome to the 
first edition of 

Thought Space for 2018 and our 
21st edition of Thought Space 
since the incorporation of GFSG 
Inc.!  Our committee strives to 
bring you information and 
events to grow, be supported 
and be nourished as you raise 
and educate gifted children 
throughout our state. The year 
has commenced in a flurry of 
media, with the attention on the 
upcoming delivery of the new 
state gifted education policy and 
the question of equality 
associated with educating gifted 
children. Can I urge our 
community to stay abreast of 
the challenges and responses 
being raised within the media 
and by heads of education? It is 
important to sustain an 
understanding of the agenda 
and purported myths that can 
arise during the debate, and to 
remain grounded in research 
when considering best practice 
in meeting the needs of gifted 
children. This edition of Thought 
Space summarises some of the 
recent media articles and links. 
In addition, the AAEGT 
(www.aaegt.net.au) has 
produced an information page 
titled ‘In the Headlines’, which 

lists related media items 
throughout the country.  
 Our focus remains on the 
children and supporting their 
diverse pathways through 
education. We have invited 
Michele Juratowitch and Helen 
Baber to bring their knowledge and 
experience to this edition of 
Thought Space, and their articles 
on home-school partnerships 
provide excellent reading.  

 Michele also joins Dr 
Geraldine Townend and the GFSG 
Inc. Committee, who will be visiting 
3 locations in 3 days to deliver 
Regional Parent Workshops as part 
of our Connect Series. The focus - 
and purpose - of this workshop 
series is "connection": 

 Connecting experts in the field 
of gifted education with families of 
gifted children. 

 Strengthening connections 
between GFSG Inc. and its regional 
membership and community. 

 Connecting local families in 
regional areas. 

        Supporting families in 
connecting with schools, fostering 
collaborative relationships for 
effective education of gifted 
children. 

 GFSG Inc. is also 
delivering the Regional Parent 
Workshops as part of Gifted 
Awareness Week 2018. Gifted 
Awareness Week Australia was 
founded by the Australian 
Association for the Education of the 
Gifted and Talented (AAEGT) to 
raise awareness of the 
identification, support and learning 
needs of gifted children and to 
celebrate the dedication of 
individuals and educational bodies 
who are making a difference in the 
lives of gifted children and their 
families. Gifted Awareness Week 

 

(GAW) 2018 will be held from 
the 18th to 24th of March and is 
centred on the national 
theme Acceptance: Diversity & 
Equity. I encourage everyone 
throughout NSW to get involved 
in an event near you. Events are 
listed on the GFSG Inc. website 
(www.gfsg.org.au).  

Melinda Gindy 

President GFSG Inc. 

Calendar of Events 
February 

11th Mum’s Dinner– Oatley Hotel 

16th GEM Sydney : Lucas 

Heights 

25th Parent’s Dinner– Illawarra 

March 

18th - 

24th 

Gifted Awareness Week 

18h 

 

GAW– Family  fun day 

21st  GAW– Lunch n Chat 

22nd GAW– Seminar and      

awards night 

24th GAW– Parents Forum 

April 

15th Mum’s Dinner 

http://www.aaegt.net.au
http://www.gfsg.org.au


 

 We all remember the story of Goldilocks and the Three 

Bears, the classic tale of the little girl who tries the porridge, chairs 

and beds in the Bears’ house until she finds what is ‘just right’ for 

her.  Parents know there are times when a task is optimally 

matched to a child’s abilities, skills, interests and needs. When the 

task is not too hard, not too easy, but ‘just right’ for a child, 

excitement, engagement, absorption and completion of the task 

quickly follows. The look of delight on the child’s face when she 

finds the match that is ‘just right’ frequently illustrates the story of 

Goldilocks. 

 

 Some children learn at a faster rate and are more 

advanced in their intellectual development than most children of a 

similar age. These children might start school with certain skills   

(e.g. reading, addition) already developed or the ability to question 

in an advanced manner. When schoolwork is appropriately 

matched to a child’s intellectual capacity, academic and practical 

skills, interests and current needs, a child will be fully engaged in 

learning. Educational adjustments throughout school may be 

required in order for these children to continue to learn at an 

optimal level. Academic work should not be too hard or too easy, 

but to be ‘just right’ for these children, the work should be 

appropriate to the child’s higher level of ability and provide greater 

challenge. The child should have to stretch a little beyond their 

current position so that the student continues to learn new material 

and develop new skills.   

 

 When children have specific learning needs, it is 

important for parents to advocate on their behalf. Parents of 

children with disabilities quickly recognize the importance of 

advocating for their child; familiarise themselves with the various 

options available; develop an understanding of their child’s 

personal support needs and become skilled and effective 

advocates.  In contrast, parents of a child with heightened abilities 

and advanced learning often feel uncomfortable about approaching 

teachers and school administrators about their child’s need for 

educational adjustments although they may be as far (or even 

further) from the mean as a child with a disability. Parents of a 

student who is twice-exceptional, i.e. has advanced abilities in 

conjunction with a disability, are more likely to advocate for their 

child’s disability than their heightened abilities and advanced skills, 

believing that areas of strength will be addressed in school, 

although this might not always happen.   

 

 There is a tendency to normalise our children’s behaviour 

so parents may not initially recognize that their child is intellectually 

advanced and learns differently. Once this is understood, parents 

frequently feel uncomfortable – unsure about the appropriate 

descriptors to use; whether it is appropriate to ask for different 

learning opportunities for their child; what educational provisions 

are available; what to say to teachers and administrators.  

 

 The term ‘gifted’ applies to the top 10% of the population; 

it is not reserved for the ‘one in a million’ child. The terms ‘gifted’ 

and ‘talented’ are well-established psychological and educational 

terms and as such, these are the most appropriate terms to use 

when a developmentally advanced child is identified at the 90th 

percentile or above in abilities or skill areas. However, there are 

some who misunderstand the terms and parents may be fearful of 

overstating their child’s abilities if s/he has not been formally 

identified.  They ‘trip over the G word’ and cringe at using these 

terms with teachers, friends or family.   

 

 Thankfully, there are lots of other ways in which a child’s 

abilities, skills and educational needs can be described, including: 

developmentally advanced; high-ability, rapid learner; needs few 

repetitions to grasp new concepts; thrives with a high level of 

challenge; has completed that section of the curriculum; has 

previously mastered these academic skills. There are many ways to 

describe a child’s abilities, skills and ways of learning so parents feel 

more comfortable when advocating for their child. 

  

 Some have a perception that parents who request ‘more’ 

for a child who is already advanced in learning are being ‘pushy’ and 

have unreasonable expectations. This is reminiscent of the story of 

Oliver Twist, the child who held out his plate and asked “Please sir, I 

want some more” because he did not have sufficient to satisfy his 

appetite and meet his needs.  Parents often fear that any request for 

‘more’ may be met by incredulity and they could be branded as 

troublemakers, just as Oliver was.  Parents who act as effective 

advocates understand that it is best not to request ‘more’ of what 

has already been offered, as Oliver Twist did.  Gifted children need 

challenging academic work and will thrive when they are provided 

with curriculum that has been differentiated to meet their specific 

learning needs – and this is a provision that parents of gifted children 

can reasonably request. 

 

 Michele was awarded a Churchill Fellowship; is co-author of    
Make a Twist: Curriculum differentiation for gifted students                                                 
http://clearingskies.com.au/Make_a_Twist.html;    author of Advocacy: How 
can parents tailor the best fit for gifted students’ education?   https://
www.mensa.org.au/documents/item/440  
E:  michele@clearingskies.com.au                    
W: www.clearingskies.com.au   

  Advocating for Your  

 Gifted Child 
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Michele Juratowitch is Director of Clearing Skies, provides counselling and programs for gifted children,          
professional development for teachers and workshops for parents.    

http://clearingskies.com.au/Make_a_Twist.html
https://www.mensa.org.au/documents/item/440
https://www.mensa.org.au/documents/item/440
mailto:michele@clearingskies.com.au
http://www.clearingskies.com.au
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18th– 24th March 2018 
 
 Gifted Awareness Week Australia was founded by the 
Australian Association for the Education of the Gifted and 
Talented (AAEGT) to raise awareness of the identification, 
support and learning needs of gifted children and to           
celebrate the dedication of individuals and educational    
bodies who are making a difference in the lives of gifted   
children and their families. 
  
 GFSG Inc. is planning some wonderful events for all ages 
during GAW2018. Be sure to keep an eye out on our website, 
Facebook page  
 
 How will your school, business or organisation get        
involved in Gifted Awareness Week? Hold a seminar, a      
children’s event…there are many wonderful ideas to promote 
an understanding of Giftedness in Australia. Share your 
events with the AAEGT and they will include them on the   
national website. For further enquires or share an event   
contact Melinda Gindy at info@aaegt.net.au 

P a g e  3  
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Professional Appreciation 

Awards 
 In honour of gifted Awareness Week Australia, Gifted 

Families Support Group Inc would like to provide the        

opportunity for individuals to recognise and thank the many      

professionals who make a difference in the lives of gifted 

children and their families. These professionals may include, 

but are not limited to, early childhood educators, classroom 

teachers, principals, librarians, university professors,       

psychologists and health professionals. 

 

If you would like to nominate a professional who made a 

difference in  yours or your child’s gifted journey,               

follow the link 

http://www.gfsg.org.au/index.php/professional-

appreciation-award-nominations 

file:///C:/Users/eliza_000/Documents/Adobe
file:///C:/Users/eliza_000/Documents/Adobe


 

For Bookings: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/regional-parent-workshop-series-nowra-bathurst-lisarow-tickets-43425804751 
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 The beginning of the school year holds much promise for 
gifted students and their parents. Despite the joys or trials of the 
previous year, the dancefloor of the new year is open. So, are you 
ready to tango? 

 Does the thought of 2018 bring you excitement, with 
new experiences, new schools, academic challenge, or new friends 
for your child? Does it bring you relief that 2017 has passed, with 
the hope that something, that anything better will happen? Or are 
you so weary that you don’t know where to turn? 

 The new school year can bring great emotional burden 
and anxiety for parents of those gifted children who have          
languished in unchallenging environments, with misunderstanding 
teachers, and lacking the fulfillment of ‘like-minded’ friendships. 
So how can parents and schools strive to develop effective              
partnerships? 

 Firstly, it may be helpful to recognize the type of        
partnership that you currently share with your child’s school. In 
order to illustrate the possibilities, Colangelo and Dettman (1983) 
designed the Conceptual Model of Four Types of Parent-School 
Interactions, in essence, a dance card of possible outcomes. 

Type 4: Natural Development – this is a free-form dance, where 
both the parents and the school are passive based upon the    
premise that high ability will take care of itself, that “the cream 
will rise to the top”. 

Type 3: Interference (the pushy school) – the school is active but 
the parents are passive. The school is willing to jive, swing and rap. 
They are wanting to provide appropriate provisions but may be 
frustrated by parents’ refusal to let the child participate. This may 
be because the parents are unsure if programs are helpful or   
necessary; parental concern about identification and possible  
labelling; parental worry about possible damage to peer or family 
relationships; or that parents view programs as an interference in 
the normal educational development of their child.  

Type 2: Conflict (the pushy parents) – at Type 2 the parents are 
tap-dancing, actively attempting to engage with a passive school. 
A passive school is one lacking in programs, provisions or              
understanding of Gifted Education amongst staff and school     
leadership, lacking the ability to tango as they waltz elsewhere. 
Parents’ attempts to engage with the school about their child’s 
needs are sometimes met with rhetoric and ignorance, pushing 
parents to tap louder, with frustration, trying to elicit a response.  

 In response to their child’s lack of academic growth or 
negative emotional state, parental over-excitability and intensity 
can come into play, often exacerbating the fragile state of         
communication. Common responses for parents are to: engage in 
conflict to force the school to do something; provide out-of-school
-hours extra-curricular activities in an attempt to “fill the gap”; feel 
hopeless and withdraw from direct communication with the 
school; or move the child to another school with a promise of a 
more suited dance partner. 

Type 1: Cooperation – both the parents and school are active, not 
necessarily champion dancers, but willing to practice together 
with a view to improve. It’s a positive work in progress. 

 You may be surprised to know, that despite your        
concerns, anxiety and misgivings at this point of the school year 
that you are actually in a Type 1 relationship with your school. If 
your school is engaging, if the class teacher is willing to meet, lis-
ten and discuss with you, if your child is being challenged, you are 
in a very positive position. Sure, it may not be perfect, but what in 
life is perfect? Recognizing the school’s efforts to cooperate with 
you and openly share information, identify gifted students, and       
develop programs to meet their needs is highly important.  

 

Here are a few hints to start the year: 

Meet with your child’s teacher early in the term to share           
information. Recognize the teacher’s efforts to meet and  
cooperate with you. Allow the teacher time to assess and 
determine any differentiation that is required. Consider that 
the teacher will likely bring additional perspectives and     
understandings which will enrich your dance. If necessary, 
make a time for a follow-up meeting. 

The teacher will require time, energy, skills and training. Encour-
age and support your dance-partner to be their best. Let 
them know you are grateful for their commitment. 

Stay calm and respond gently. 

If you are concerned, don’t share this with the child. Although the 
child is gifted, they are a child first. They don’t need adult 
worries. Model positive and creative thinking, resilience and 
grit, excellent communication skills and emotional              
intelligence. 

Be a positive participant in the dance, or you may be tap-dancing 
your way to Type 2. 

 Effective home-school partnerships are imperative for 
optimally supporting the development of our gifted children. How 
are you going to engage with your dance-partner this year. 

 

Reference 

Colangelo, N. & Dettmann, D.F. (1983). A conceptual model of four 
types of parent-school interactions. Journal for the Education of 
the Gifted, 5(2), 120-126. 
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Effective Home-School Partnerships:  

It Takes Two to Tango 

    Helen Baber 

Type 1. Cooperation 

  

“A positive work in progress” 

  

Type 2. Conflict 

  

“Pushy parents” 

Type 3. Interference 

 

“Pushy school” 

Type 4. Natural Development 

  

“Cream will rise to the top” 



 

GFSG Inc. is a proud sponsor of the Special Needs in Education Summit 2018.  

To receive a 20% discount on registration, please email president@gfsg.org.au 
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Review: 

   Summer with Shakespeare 

 

 

 

Casula powerhouse 

January  18th, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ‘In the holidays I went to a program at Casula Powerhouse with GFSG. One of my      

favourite activities was when we received a line and had to use only those words to have a 

whole conversation! We also played some games and acted out some Shakespeare, including 

Winter's Tale. It was fun to create names for ourselves as part of our acting and I really        

enjoyed these activities with the other kids.’     

         Kaytlin 

 ‘It was actually very fun- and very funny- and the people there were very nice. The 

way they explained how to do things made it quite easy for me to pick up on something I've 

never done before. I particularly enjoyed the actors posers, where we got to choose a certain 

actor and create well-known poses.’          Joshua  



 

Review: 

 

 
 

 

    January  21st 2018 
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Mammoth Facts 

 Once considered mythical giants, mammoths are an extinct group of elephants of the genus Mammuthus, 

whose ancestors migrated out of Africa about 3.5million years ago. 

 Highly adapted to the cold, with a dense undercoat of hairs up to one metre long, small, fur-lined ears and im-

mense curving tusks used primarily for fighting and foraging beneath the snow, the woolly mammoths spread 

across Europe and the Bering Land Bridge into a new world of grasslands and predators, humans not least 

among them. 

     Mammoths lived alongside with humans for thousands of years and were a source of food for  early people, 

 along with serving as artistic inspiration. 

 For millions of years’ mammoths survived on the wind-swept icy lands of the northern hemisphere. Great 

beasts weighing up to eight tonnes, standing as tall as 4 metres and bearing tusks up to five metres long, mam-

moths were wonderfully successful creatures of the Ice Age. But despite their size and ability to adapt to differ-

ent habitats, these early cousins of the elephant eventually went extinct, leaving us an abundant fossil record, 

particularly in the vast, deep-freeze of Siberian permafrost. 

 While Australia did have our own unique prehistoric megafauna, mammoths never lived on our continent. 

 

‘Our boys had a ball and have come home with fun facts 

about mammoth dung’ 

‘It sure was an eye opener. We loved it’ 
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GFSG Inc., with the support of member Ben North, have recently 

launched two new ‘secret’ Facebook groups for teachers of gifted   

children.  

Teachers of Gifted Students NSW (TOGS) Facebook Group 

   https://www.facebook.com/groups/233685520403038/ 
This group is for teachers and educational professionals working in education contexts in NSW who 

have a passion for engaging gifted and talented students. Members may have an interest or some expe-

rience in working with high ability students, but are not specialists or trained in the area. 

 

Gifted Education Teachers & Specialists NSW (GETS) Facebook 

Group 

  https://www.facebook.com/groups/1827074584234971/ 

This group is for teachers and educational professionals working in school gifted education contexts in 

NSW. It is designed to help specialist teachers connect, share ideas, collaborate, and support each other 

in gifted education.   

 

Both groups operate as ‘closed’ groups. The privacy settings of a closed group, please can be reviewed 

here: https://www.facebook.com/help/220336891328465 

Members must demonstrate that they are working in the gifted education teaching field 

If you are interested in joining, send a request through Facebook to join.       

Admin will validate your profile, and grant approval will be granted. Please 

take the time to read the detailed description of the group.  

 

We trust that these groups will provide much opportunity 

for collaboration and shared experiences.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/233685520403038/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1827074584234971/
https://www.facebook.com/help/220336891328465


 

October 1st Post 
 Australians are blessed to live in a  democratic society. 
We generally have access to   options, choices, rights and     
freedom of speech. In a recent article by Masako Fukui,        
published in the ABC News (27 November 2017), a Sydney 
mother had the opportunity to discuss her choices in relation to 
accessing a NSW selective school education for her children. I 
applaud this mother for hi-lighting the challenges that           
children of high intellect have in accessing this important 
platform available to some in our state education system. 

 Gifted children, possessing a natural   aptitude in the 
top 10% of their age peers (as defined by the current NSW   
Department of   Education Gifted and Talented Policy), have no 
guarantee of success in performance-oriented exams, which 
test not only raw ability but also knowledge derived from     
prescribed curriculum. Despite their cognitive depth and innate 
ability, gifted children competing against highly-tutored peers to 
gain a place in the selective schools’ program can be                
unsuccessful. 

 In addition, one would only need to consider some 
basic statistics to conclude that there are far fewer places    
available for students in NSW selective schools than there are 
gifted children at high school level in our state. In 2016, there 
were 50,586 students enrolled in Year 7 in NSW Public Schools. 
In the same year, 4,215 positions for selective school placement 
were available to this cohort. Considering the potential number 
of Year 7 students enrolled in Independent and Catholic schools, 
home-schooled students and students undertaking alternative 
educational pathways, we must conclude that the NSW        
Department of Education simply do not have the number of 
positions equal to the number of gifted students (defined as the 
top 10% of same-age peers). 

 Whilst one may decry the mismatch of figures, debate 
the challenges of the current system, or call for an inquiry into 
equality of access to selective schooling, there are three truths 
that remain. 1. Not all gifted students thrive on the same     
educational pathway. 2. It is essential that intellectually gifted 
children have the opportunity to engage with like minds. 3. 
Gifted children have a right to access rigorous and relevant 
learning experiences each and every day. 

Not all gifted students thrive on the same educational path-
way 

 Considering the diversity of individual needs, it is  
essential that we maintain and a variety of options for our   

students. Despite the best intentions of our professional,     
committed educators, it is not always possible for the needs of 
every student to be met through differentiation within the   
regular mixed-ability classroom. A gifted student needs to have 
the opportunity to access one of the many types of accelerated 
learning paths in order to receive the level and pace of         
instruction that is right for them. For some students, accessing 
one of the 50-plus NSW fully- or partially-selective schools   
provides an educational pathway that meets their learning 
needs. We need to ensure that these pathways are open for our 
academically gifted students, just as we expect pathways to be 
open for our gifted athletes and gifted musicians, for example. It 
would be unreasonable to envisage that our Commonwealth 
Games hopefuls should train in ‘comprehensive’ sports clubs. In 
fact, these ‘comprehensive’ local sports clubs engage team 
grading across their age groups, providing opportunities for 
students of all levels to have their ability and development level 
catered for. The clubs provide athletically gifted children with 
instruction based on readiness-to-learn, offering multiple     
pathways to thrive. Why should we offer any less to our       
intellectually gifted students? 

It is essential that intellectually gifted children have the 
opportunity to engage with like minds 

 Having the opportunity to be accepted and    
understood by peers is essential to the development of 
the whole child. For some gifted children, functioning at a 
cognitive level beyond their age peers can lead to feelings 
of isolation and low self-esteem. Selective high schools 
are one setting where students can engage with like 
minds and do not feel compelled to hide their ability in 
order to ‘fit in’ or have friends. Indeed, ‘Selective high 
schools cater for the specific needs of high achieving   
gifted students who may otherwise be without sufficient 
classmates at their own academic and social level’.      
Because of the number of locations of our selective high 
schools (including the virtual selective high school, Aurora 
College), some students have the opportunity to engage 
and learn alongside like minds – opportunities not       
previously afforded to them in their regional or rural  
communities. In these communities, gender, socio-
economic status, geographical location – or racial origin 
for that matter – should not hinder access to intellectual 
peers. 

T h o u g h t  S p a c e   2 1  
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Melinda is the President of GFSG Inc., the NSW state gifted association and Vice-President of the 
AAEGT, the Australian Association for the Education of the Gifted and Talented. 

Press Release December, 2017 
Melinda Gindy 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-11-27/the-mother-who-wont-send-her-kids-to-selective-schools/9179820?smid=Page%3A+ABC+News-Facebook_Organic&WT.tsrc=Facebook_Organic&sf174363866=1
https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/gifted-and-talented-policy
https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/gifted-and-talented-policy
https://www.teach.nsw.edu.au/documents/2015%20-%20DGS14-253-Website%20Enrolment%20Information.pdf
https://www.det.nsw.edu.au/media/downloads/about-us/statistics-and-research/key-statistics-and-reports/selectivehs.pdf
http://www.comprehensivepsychology.com.au/assets/pdf/accelerated_guide.pdf
http://www.comprehensivepsychology.com.au/assets/pdf/accelerated_guide.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7/what-are-selective-high-schools/list-of-selective-high-schools
https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7/what-are-selective-high-schools
https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7/what-are-selective-high-schools
https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7/what-are-selective-high-schools
https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7/what-are-selective-high-schools
http://www.maptive.com/ver3/Selective
https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7/information-for-applicants/aurora-college
https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7/information-for-applicants/aurora-college
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Gifted children have a right to access rigorous and     
relevant learning experiences each and every day. 

 In 2001, the Australian Senate Committee of the 
education of gifted and talented students identified gifted 
students as the most educationally disadvantaged       
students in this country: ‘All types of interest groups 
agree that there is a problem with education of gifted 
children. These children have special needs in the         
education system; for many their needs are not being 
met; and many suffer underachievement, boredom,    
frustration and psychological distress as a result’. The        
Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting        
Authority (ACARA) notes in its student diversity literature 
that ‘Gifted and talented students are entitled to rigorous, 
relevant and engaging learning opportunities drawn from 
the Australian Curriculum and aligned with their           
individual learning needs, strengths, interests and goals’. 
If we offer only a one-size-fits-all comprehensive      
schooling approach, we risk not providing opportunities 
for all children to develop their individual talents and 
learning experiences. In fact, such an educational system 
would fall outside the aspirational pronouncements of 
the Senate Committee and the foundations of our       
Australian Curriculum. 

 Extensive Research in educational psychology 
has demonstrated the relationship between four factors 
and achievement. First and foremost, students find value 
in their school experience. To succeed, children must find 
school meaningful. Motivated students enjoy what they 
are doing or believe that what they are doing will        

produce beneficial outcomes. Secondly, students need to 
believe they have the skills to be successful. Thirdly,    
students must trust their environment and expect they 
can succeed in it. Finally, it is pertinent that students  
develop self-regulation through setting realistic goals and 
implements appropriate strategies to successfully      
complete those goals. For some of the 79,000 gifted   
students in NSW, developing their needs as a whole child 
and attaining a level of achievement can occur in their 
local comprehensive education setting. But what of the 
children who are not “…in a very supportive family      
environment” and who do have “parents who are well 
educated and well connected"? For some gifted students, 
such as the Sydney mother featured in this article, it is 
essential to also have the opportunity to "thoroughly  
enjoy… years spent at a selective high school." 

 Whilst the composition of some selective schools 
in the Sydney area may lead us to assume that one or 
other racial group is over-represented, it would be      
interesting to know if that assumption holds true        
elsewhere in the state, and if that assertion could be  
substantiated with empirical evidence. 

 Equality, opportunity and inclusion are not about 
ensuring that each student has access to exactly the same 
type of education, but that each student has access to 
what they need in order to thrive and flourish in our   
education system. 

 

 Also In The Press: 

Education plan to supercharge 

gifted program     

Gifted Families Support Group president Melinda Gindy said the need was to capture not just     
talented kids but those with “innate ability”. 
 
“Not all gifted students thrive on the same educational pathway,” she said. 
 

“Considering the diversity of individual needs, it is essential that we maintain a variety of options 

for our students.”  

For the full story follow the link: 

https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/education-plan-to-supercharge-gifted-program/news-

story/c7db3872ab714b895ec152df1a2299f0 

https://www.aph.gov.au/~/media/wopapub/senate/committee/eet_ctte/completed_inquiries/1999_02/gifted/report/c01_pdf.ashx
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/resources/student-diversity/gifted-and-talented-students/
https://books.google.com.au/books?id=qgleEFMSINkC&pg=PA4&lpg=PA4&dq=Extensive+Research+in+educational+psychology+has+demonstrated+the+relationship+between+four+factors+and+achievement&source=bl&ots=yX7LrwJ8kk&sig=3YgRxkgscSEvgDL2OIdJC1qvOIc&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ah
https://books.google.com.au/books?id=qgleEFMSINkC&pg=PA4&lpg=PA4&dq=Extensive+Research+in+educational+psychology+has+demonstrated+the+relationship+between+four+factors+and+achievement&source=bl&ots=yX7LrwJ8kk&sig=3YgRxkgscSEvgDL2OIdJC1qvOIc&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ah
https://books.google.com.au/books?id=qgleEFMSINkC&pg=PA4&lpg=PA4&dq=Extensive+Research+in+educational+psychology+has+demonstrated+the+relationship+between+four+factors+and+achievement&source=bl&ots=yX7LrwJ8kk&sig=3YgRxkgscSEvgDL2OIdJC1qvOIc&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ah
https://www.teach.nsw.edu.au/documents/2015%20-%20DGS14-253-Website%20Enrolment%20Information.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-11-27/the-mother-who-wont-send-her-kids-to-selective-schools/9179820?smid=Page%3A+ABC+News-Facebook_Organic&WT.tsrc=Facebook_Organic&sf174363866=1
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Thinking of joining GFSG Inc. ? 

      Which membership is right for you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To join GFSG Inc. go to: https://

www.gfsg.org.au/index.php/

membership 

Full Membership  

$60 per family per year or $110 per family for 2 years (up to 2 adults and their children   
entitles you to: 

Discounts on seminars, games night, excursions, ladies retreats and any other GFSG events 

Quarterly e-newsletter 

Email updates about seminars & upcoming events 

Children can join the “GFSG Kids Edmodo group” for GFSG members only 

Parents/Caregivers (Mums & Dads) can join the new private Facebook support group 

Library – borrowing of books and other resources (Postage at member’s cost) 

Affiliated membership with AAEGT plus the opportunity to receive the twice-yearly                  
AAEGT journal  at the discounted additional cost of $20 per year 

Professional  Membership 

$30 per professional or teacher entitles you to: 

Discounts at seminars 

Quarterly e-newsletter 

Library – borrowing of books and other resources (Postage at member’s 
cost) 

Email updates about seminars & upcoming events 

Affiliated membership with AAEGT plus the opportunity to receive the 
twice-yearly AAEGT journal at the discounted additional cost of $20 per 

School Membership 

$80 per School per year entitles you to: 

Discounts at seminars (limited to 5 staff members per event) 

Quarterly e-newsletter 

Library – borrowing of books and other resources (Postage at school’s cost) 

Email updates about seminars & upcoming events 

Affiliated membership with AAEGT plus the opportunity to receive the twice-
yearly AAEGT journal at the discounted additional cost of $20 per year 
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                           GFSG Inc. Illawarra Sub Branch GFSG Inc. Illawarra Sub Branch GFSG Inc. Illawarra Sub Branch  

        What's been happening? 



 

                           GFSG Inc. Illawarra Sub Branch GFSG Inc. Illawarra Sub Branch GFSG Inc. Illawarra Sub Branch  

        Upcoming Events 
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Is your child a writer or artist? 

 

Would they like to share their work with an appreciative audience? 

 

Would they like to see it published in ‘Thought space’? 

 

If the answer is yes, contact us at:         

editor@gfsg.org.au 



 

   For Bookings: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/artspace-theatre-with-gfsg-inc-illawarra-sub-branch-tickets-43580885602 
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Join us for our next  

Lunch ‘n Chat 

Wednesday 21st March, 12pm 

at 

E.G Waterhouse Camelia Gardens, 

 Caringbah 

 

BYO Picnic Lunch or Purchase from 
The Teahouse 

http://teahouse.com.au/ 

 

RSVP to president@gfsg.org.au 

Lunch ‘n Chat 

 One of the ways we meet the needs of our 

members is our Lunch ’n Chat. We get  together 

and chat with those on a similar    journey. Kids 

can meet and play with like-minds. 

 Lunch ‘n chats are great for families with 

young children, parents with kids at school and 

home schoolers. 
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GEM Review 
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In  2018 , we would like to visit new locations, giving many  new children the opportunity to experience 

their first GEM.  

 

Would you like to host a GEM event at your school ?  

Contact president@gfsg.org.au 

Break The Bomb 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Our last GEM of 2018 saw 40 Children working in groups to protect their bomb. All bombs were 
then crash tested at first, from a small height and finishing with the surviving bombs being 

dropped from the first floor, to the delighted cheers of the audience.  

Thank you  to Our Lady of Fatima, Kingsgrove for hosting GEM 

 

If your child has just started kindergarten or just never been to GEM , why not follow ‘Gifted 
Families Support Group Inc.’ on Facebook to find out about upcoming GEM events. 
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        Berrylicious Strawberries 

Thirlmere, near Picton  

(1hr 20 min from Sydney) 

Entry $5 Children, $10 Adults, all you can eat, $10 a kilo to 

take home. 

Pre book to avoid disappointment 0410 292656 

Pine Crest Orchard 

Bilpin (1hr 30 min from Sydney) 

Large variety of Apples, as well as peaches, plums, pears 

and kiwi fruit 

Pay for what you pick 

https://pinecrestorchard.com.au/ 

Fruit Picking 

Canoelands Orchard 

(1hr 10 min from Sydney) 

You can pick plums, peaches and nectarines, as well as bee and 

blossom tours and tractor rides 
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Kidz Korner 
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   BOGGLE 

How many words can you find? 

    

A T R U 

S E A N 

N I O T 

B D E N 



 

 

 

Gifted Families Support Group Incorporated is a not for 
profit association designed to support families and 
educators of gifted children. Run solely by volunteers, 
GFSG Inc. focusses on bringing together ‘like-minds’, 
providing a vast array of supportive events and 
highlighting the needs of gifted children within our 
community. 

GFSG Inc. is affiliated with the Australian Association for 
the Education of Gifted and Talented Children (AAEGT) 
and represents NSW on the AAEGT Board. Through this 
affiliation, GFSG Inc. is able to expand the support we give 
to our members by taking their concerns to a national level 
and open up new opportunities. All our members 
automatically become members of the AAEGT, with 
options to subscribe to their biannual journal at members 
rates, and to receive discounts to events hosted by other 
gifted associations. 

GFSG Inc. is also affiliated with GLD Australia; a national 
online learning community responding to the needs of 
gifted children and gifted adults with specific learning 
disability and other learning challenges. 

To attend a GFSG Inc. event, children are not required to 
sit an IQ test. 

GFSG Inc. is a place where we hope you can feel ‘at home’ 
in a world where our children often seem the ‘odd ones 
out’. 

Call for submissions 

We are always looking for submissions of articles related to gifted and 2e, as well as contributions of 

reviews and ‘My story’. If you would like discuss the possibility of  a submission for our next issue of 

Thought Space then we want to hear from you. 

Anything you wish to submit can be emailed to our editor via editor@gfsg.org.au. Remember, this is 

YOUR group and YOUR newsletter.  

Contact us  

Website: www.gfsg.org.au 

Email: info@gfsg.org.au 

Post: PO Box 604, Moorebank, NSW 1875 

INC 9897512  

ABN 44 819 871 298 

www.gfsg.org.au 

The information contained in this eNewsletter is of a general nature and is not a substitute for qualified                

professional advice which is specific to the particular circumstances of your children and family. 

The opinions expressed are those of the article authors and are not necessarily the opinions of Gifted Families    

Support Group Inc.  
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